Methods
In all cases a cervical smear was taken with an Ayre spatula, immediately wet-fixed in alcohol-ether, stained by Papanicolaou's method, and examined 'blind hyphae; vaginal exudate was also inoculated on to dextrosepeptone agar (Sabouraud's medium) for yeast isolation. Candida species were identified by the cultural and morphological appearances after 48 hrs' incubation.
In the patients in whom herpes virus studies were carried out, swabs were taken from the cervical os and transported to the laboratory in Hanks's balanced salt solution. There they were inoculated on to human embryonic lung cells. Herpes virus Type 2 was identified by the type of cytopathic effect produced (Parker and Banatvala, 1967) .
The patients reported comprise consecutive series in whom the diagnoses were established by one or more of the methods outlined. (Table I) . Subsequently the stained smears with results differing from the wet film and/or cultural findings were re-examined. Of the five cases in which the stained smear alone was originally reported as positive, three were confirmed; two were regarded as Diagnosis of trichomoniasis, candidiasis, and cervical herpes sinmplex virus infection 117 equivocal and on reviewing these two cases it was found that both had several negative wet-film and culture results, so that the original findings can be regarded as false positives. Of the 29 cases in which the stained smear was originally reported as negative, fifteen were confirmed as negative on re-examination, and twelve were found to contain T. vaginalis, but in eight the organisms were difficult to identify without prior knowledge. The figures for the cases in which the result was changed are shown in brackets in Table I had a positive Papanicolaou-stained smear. Two patients also had other sexually-transmitted diseases. Culture and stained smear both gave positive results in one patient; three were positive by culture alone and one was positive by smear alone. In four cases the cervix was clinically normal and the fifth had an erosion.
Results

TRICHOMONIASIS
During this investigation cytomegalovirus was isolated from two of the 200 patients.
Discussion
The findings reported here show that Papanicolaoustained smears are as reliable in the diagnosis of trichomoniasis as either wet films or cultures, but for the highest yield all three methods are indicated. These results are in agreement with the findings reported in other studies (Kean and Day, 1954; Hughes, Gordon and Barr, 1966; Thin and others, 1969; Wachtel and others, 1972) . In a small group, Hess (1969) reported a higher proportion of cases giving positive results with the same culture medium, but Cox and Nicol (1973) reported better results with modified Bushby's medium and with FeinbergWhittington medium. The results reported here show that, with experienced observers, the error in identifying T. vaginalis in Papanicolaou-stained smears is very low. An advantage of stained smears over the other methods is the permanent specimen available for re-examination.
In contrast, Papanicolaou-stained smears were unsatisfactory in the diagnosis of candidiasis, only 23-6 per cent. being positive by this method. These positive findings are lower than those in similar studies reported by Cassie and Stevenson (1973) and by McLennan, Smith, and McLennan (1972 (Nahmias and Roisman, 1973 
